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THE PROBLEM CF SBILING 





it is just ordinery commonsense to say it 
tekes possession of « product before anyone 
oen be « seleemen. Yet aeny writers neglect 
the simple preceution of knowing cleeriy in 
their minds ehet it is they ere hoping they 
cen sell. They just sen¢ out uss., perhaps « 
lot of them, with no very epecifiec reason & 
pien for doing so. They just shut their eyes 
ena clench their fiste end grit their teeth, 
sey, “Please, God, « sele.” and thet, i subd- 
mit, is en umecientific method of going sf- 
ter the itllusive check. 


There ere two kinds of eriter selesmen. A 
few suthors establish e certain type of as- 
terial enc live or die on the populserity of 
thet one Kinc. Zene Grey is essociated sith 
@ single specialized sort of story. He hap- 
pened to be very populer right up to the end 
of his deys. But « eriter eho knows, however 
capebly, to menufecture only « single srti- 
cle of trede, maey find himself es cut-detedc 
@s @ Kerosene lemp in the ege of electrici- 
ty. Most professionel pulp writers sork the 
obvious hedge egsinst sush « situation. They 
learn to be equally good @t westerns, sdven- 
ture, romantic love, mysteries, etc. An ed- 
itor, who thus plens 6 nes book in the sci- 
entific or evietion fielis, looks to one of 
his reguler men pulp eriters, sho, perheps, 
hes been doing nevy and aarine stories. He 
tells him to bone up on the new subject. 


It mey seem more preserious, enc it cften 
is, but the generel free iance hes « better 
chence of pumping from s never-fsiling well 
The reason for this is thet lise the gener- 
61] department store, he slmost elseays hes « 
subject thet the public #11) went. The pur- 
chese of mss. never stops entirely. it serely 
rises end felis sessonelly and in specieliz 
ea fields. Bight efter « wer, you cant give 
battle stories swey; Sut there is 6 presius 
for good postwar problem stories. anc so it 
@ces. Once sgain, the eriter #eho is Dasicel- 
ly @ gooc writer, need not fear unerploysent 
neerly so much es the unsxilled crifter sho 
simply rides the populsrity waves. 


So, the first thing for » eriter to do is 
to enelyze his materials, eptituces end in- 
clinetions. He oen greatly cushion his deys 
of leerning or his dry spelis, by (1) ered- 
ually fooussing on s special interest & (2) 
heving severel beck-logs thet he cen depend 
on to bring him regular sork. The increasing 
pre-occupstion of Kenneth Roberts, Ber ane 
pee ena other Teeling novellsts in 

Fican historical scene, is s tip-off. It 
is easy, if necesssary, to drop one's uncer- 
Lying interest for e few deys or months, in 
order to 40 @ speciel essignment. As 6 mat- 
ter of fect, being en “euthority” in « spec- 
fel field will frequently bring one timely, 
but umexvectec, assignments, ehich arise be 


ceuse the public rents to know shet to think 
enc to be guidec by en expert. On the other 
henc, | heve often seen Esther Forbes refuse 
@ssignments she would et othe mes eeloces 
—siaply beceuse her research or eriting on 
@ see novel hed rescheé e cruciel stege. sn 
suthor #ith « sumber of populer titles ree- 
ulerly in print, represents an investment to 
himself enc for his publisher. 


Just es Elve enc I (end even Billy) enjoy 
iagproving the productive ability of the lend 
ell eroum 50 Best Street, by chopping sood, 
pruning the fruit trees, cleening anc reer- 
renging the bern, the celler, ete., sO most 
eriters cen improve their chances of seles. 
To bDullc en information file, collect reli- 
ebles source-books, pemphiets, ete., is of- 
ten the first atep in doing reseereh for an 
erticle, textbook or novel. and resember, no 
one can ever possibly foresee ali the fruit 
thet such eork will develop. When you start 
putting "tec and two together”, there is no 
enc literelly to the combinetions your inmse- 
ination ia likely to suggest. 

if 1% is so with materials, it is identi- 
cally the seme «ith aarkets. You reelly enc 
truly heve no idee of 61] the pieces sithin 
your humble reach until you begin to gake « 
deteiled study of the serkets. I moe « lot 
of markets feirly well by sctuel experience 
and by heersey. But es the reports come in, 
eech month from you sriters, i learne great 
dee] ebout markets thet heve been only hazy 
general] tergets in my mind. anc there's not 
@ single sonth goes by that I Go not hesre 
bout some garket | did not Know existed end 
il mnow is totelly wnanoen to the editors of 
published market lists. (Too often, these ei- 
itors c¢o not eappeer to reed even their aag- 
szines published by their own companies, be- 
cause repestediy they giss items even ay lia 
ited observetion hes noted in the sonth-bdy- 
month reports end tips.) 


Thet is ehy I constently urge eriters ev- 
eryshere to work together ena build up good 
stooxs of timely infornetion. Ko one of us, 
working slone hes the time, strength, goney 
to collect, sort, collete end record in one 
permenent file all the flood of potentiel 4 
usebdle information. Sut by working together 
we can meke 6 Deginning thet #11] be eveil- 
ebdle for eriters om short notice. ané under 
more efficient conditions here et ‘24s 
ee hope to 40 @ lot more of that wore. ou 
can greetiy help us Sy sending in your tips 


end telling us sccourestely their source, date 
end so On. 


With sateriels and aerkets under your belt 
you cen make « beginning et selling specif- 
ic gas. Ané of course one thing leeds to en- 
other; ome sele often preperes the eey fors 
second. But eleeys think "big": reech for « 
higher, Detter market, end @ better progres 
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YOU CaN AND MUST WIN THE PEACE! 








Everywhere there ie « feeling of frustre- 
tion end fear ower the existing world situ- 
etion. Meny people consider the conflict in 
ideclogies between the East anc Best to be s 
hopeless stalemate. And thet the incividuel 
‘an Go little or nothing Dut ecoept the in- 
eviteble consequence; World @ar ili. <astu- 
elly, neither of those propositions is true. 
History never stends still. Just as ine sto- 
ry, there is « relentless chain reaction of 
action end reaction by two forces working & 
fsinst eac ther, @rinding to its logicei, 
irresistible conclusion. 

Rut fee persons atop to reslize thet ever 
at the bettow of this conflict is the besioc 
sore of Public Opinion: opinion in eech in- 
livicduel stete, in united groups of these 4 
in the world at large. If enough groups de- 
sire Gar, or too many groups ere indifferent 
anc lethergic, there will be War. Shen mil- 
itant Public Cpinion is strongly sroused, « 
tidel wave of reaction sweeps in or out. The 
trend of sorld progress in one direction is 

ften reversed. The pendulum seings beck as 
sehen the Serlin alrlift, following the itae)l- 
len eleotions, stopped the seeep of Commun- 
iem across kurope. 


Sut “Stop Communiesa" is not enough. Theat 
is o negative slogan, ea defensive policy. It 
must be becked up by @ positive faith, cre- 
ative believing in some other ideology. Feith 
end belief sre the product of millions upon 
millions of individuals feeling strongly ea- 
bout something, feeling strongly enough—to 
10 whatever is necessary to defend, to pro- 
pound ena to esteblish thet idee. Every i- 
den, every great material step of progress, 
you remember, originated in the mind of one, 
single man, ees seized upon eagerly, or re- 
luctentiy, Dut teken up dy other gen 4 nur- 
tured until ite good sense eas finally, and 


unmistekebly ecoepted by the shole world. cf 
ten the roed is lomg end winding; progress & 
not infrequentiy made by eceidentsi discor- 
eries, or the ecinecidente) swing of inteli- 
igent thought end feeling. The unexpected, 
surprising precipitetion of the “mercy destn* 
ease in Manchester, N. H., is en exeaple of 
thie very fect. But slowly progress is made 
enc it is the result of the slow, impalpable 
molding of Public Cpinion. it ean be exect- 
ly the seme with World Peece. and Public o- 
pinion sill be inescapebdly shaped to the de- 
gree thet every single individusel everywhere 
understends end feels strongly ebout the is 
sues ot stexe. Your security depends on it. 


Meny intelligent americens think of their 
nation's domestic end forelg policies ss be 
ing teo separate and distinct erticles. But 
ectuslly they are inextricably interteined. 
If se make bed mistakes st home, ee oan 4)l- 
ter the fete of the world sbroad. For preo- 
tice] exemple, ifee spend too much money «erm- 
ing ourselves snd not eticugh to help curope 
make ploughshares of her relics of the lest 
War, we will de inviting enother eer. Sin- 
ilerly, if we pour too much soney into assis 
ena Bkurope for “relief” or even constructive 
rebuilding, *e cen Denkrupt ourselves, and so 
be gn easy mark for Communist sraies. 


If ee allow seges enc profits and prices, 
the ineviteble trio of every business cycle 
to get out of hend, we #il] heve « netions) 
depression, «8 we dic in 1929. The results, 
eithout eny question, will be less military 
strenath behind our bid for Peece, less sid 
for the other democrecies se ere trying, so 
sensibly, to strengthen in gany perts of the 
world. Retrenchment, isolation, defensively 
sitting beck and wsiting for “prosperity” to 
cOme again, ere the very best ways we pose- 
ibly cen eid the gerch of Communisna. 


"Stop Communism” is not enough! The fate 
of the world hangs on shat Congress decides 
to do in this session. On whet you,end you, 
end | think about domestic end world affairs 
anc ere prepered to DO! Three choices ewa.it 
us. They ere; (1) armed Might, (ePax Americend 
which is sure to sin us Gistrust end fear 
of the entire world and end in ultimate de- 
feat. (2) Doller Diplomacy, in shich we cap- 
ture @ll the world marcets and dictsate in » 
less obvious, but equally unpopuler sanner, 
to the rest of the femily of netions. Thet 
is the policy Englané used for so aany years 
in bullding the Sritish Bmpire. it made for 
® materiel prosperity for the ruling cless, 
but earned the undying hetred of #11 of the 
subject peoples. (0) Free Democracy. We can 
perpetuate the ideals thet have =. us the 
ereat end p.osperous nation we are. We have 
first opportunity to support other peoples, 
everywhere, to dbullc free democracies model- 
ei om cur own. To leed the world toe stable 
Peece through » voluntery United Netionsa as 
we mobilize Public Opinion through constru> 
tive end unselfish use of our militery, eco- 
nomic end more] strength, we will #in lest- 
ing security enc friendship of #11 peoples. 
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FUNDAMENTALS OF GOOD POETRY 
By Elve Hey Herris 
TWEE 1158 THE THOTHT” 


If ome eould leern to erite « poem in the 
seme wey one learns to see or type, doth the 
teeching enc the learning sould de reletive 
ly sigple. Becoming @ competent poet sould, 
then, de only e matter of persistence, if one 
could stert st the deginning anc leern sey, 
the “stitches* of versifying, or the “fing 
ering” of poetry. Then one could goon, see- 
tering esch step, one et e time, umtil ulti- 
mate skill hed been resched. Sut there is so 
much to poetry beyond mere crilling «4 lear 
ning by rote, so such that comes out of ones 
self and ehich must find edequete expresskr, 
thet this creft becomes very difficult. 


Bven the grounceork is not teught to such 
extent in the schools or st home. The ever- 
eee high schoo] graduate hes receirec « fee 
semesters of oritice] instruction which ere 
supposed to help his to en eppreciation end 
love of poetry. Some students, however, have 
emerged from such courses heting Milton end 
Shakespeare, enc feeling only the tolerance 
for Cheucer thet one hes for en eged person 
Sith ehom he disegrees viclentiy. Sut beyond 
@ little help in determining the exect num- 
ber of feet in s pentemeter line, the number 
ena eccents of syliebles in an iembie foot, 
the high sehool] student gets no treining in 
tne ectusl eriting or beauty of verse. Some 
colleges now give courses in poetry enc its 
techniques such es the one Leonore Speyer, « 
precticing poet herself, offers et Jciumbdia 
But these courses are the exception, rether 
then the rule. and whether even these cler- 
ify one’s ming end nurture the seed, depends 
lergely upon the teacher. The young poet for 
the most pert todey finds his best opportu- 
nity for instruction in his ert in his on, 
Geterminec research in books en4d magazines. 
Cr whet he cen learn first henac from poets, 
editors anc imaginsetive critics et writers’ 
conferences (sll too brief!) hela in scett- 
ered perts of the country. 


Sut in spite of this deploreble situetion 
meny young poets usuelly feel no need for im 
struction until ell of @ sudden they eieh to 
write their first reel poems. Thet urge to 
creete comes upom you without werning 4 you 
find yourself incepsble of putting your po- 
em into eords for shering sith others. You 
are more helpless then the cereer girl, #ho 
unexrpecteciy fells in love enc hes « quick, 
vitel need for domesticity. At least she oan 
boll weter, end, es compliceted es runnings 
house may be, the novice Goes not meet with 
sO meny intricete problems es coes the ner, 
untreinec poet in dbullding «a poem For the 
ferther civilizetion eavances, the sore ner 
theories ere inventec enc presentec regara- 
ing wheat reelly constitutes « poem. No ‘ro 
poets, critics or teechers ever seem to have 
the seme notion. an¢d so, the youmge poet hes 
no security enc feeling of confidence. 


im the DdDegloning there sere only « comper 
atively few mestere end henee aoxdeis, to 
emulated. The classics in the Greek and Ro- 
men trecditios, of course. Cheueer, too, sede 
*m interesting study. Shekespesre enc Viltes 
end Bordsseorth sere not too rediesliy 4ifft- 
erent from one enother. But es tine eent on 
new poetic extensions were creemea up. Ane 
these new poetic inventions 414 not necess- 
erily replece the old. They usuelly edded « 
new easy to erite poetry. So, ome could erite 
in the Shetespesrien senner or foliose im the 
footsteps of Amy Lowell. Ome could iaitete, 
for exemple, alfred Noyes or Salt hiteen a 
study of poetry is no longer simple. if inaeed 
it hee ewer been. As poetry ceased to be the 
eift of « ferored few seeking epplisuse, end 
petronege from the ruling minority, enc be- 
ean to de precticed by ever increseing Sum 
bers of poets for en sleseys eider, if often 
nominee] public, it became incressingly conm- 
pilex. 


The young poet todey hee beer preceded by 
60 geny poete plying their ereft in so sany 
Gifferent esys, thet bis sing must be inev- 
itebly in « stete of confusion until be hes 
reed. listened, end thovght enough to knoe, 
very precisely, whet he te to Go Sith we 
etry. Be 


The gore he reeds. 
become thet ehile the 
on the fundementeis, 


the gore certein he'll) 
7Fitios usuelly seree 
clap aaffer very eide- 


iy in their interpretetion of these truthe. 
One preises @. ¢. cummings for drewing “the 
threece* of his poetry together closely, en- 


other pams bis stringing « lot of “meaningipes 
eords end perte of seorée” on «6 pege. One de 
cleres Robert Frost to be “forthright 4 per 
ticuler”, eno r seys he “achieves bis patts 
by ehet be leeves out", ehet he doeant say. 


But if the young poets experience confus- 
ion when they delve into books and saegertine 
erticles of enelysis, they sey be comforted 
by the fect thet elthough this confusion is 
their enemy, it is et the seme time their— 
friend, One cannot Go bis best st cresting, 
sehen he is Goubtful cower his method 4 style 
of expression. But this seme ¢oudt een spur 
him on, beteeen periods of creation, to ieern 
more sbout his ert. and Gee#pite thet, for « 
time, edditionse] miowelecdge seense only to ip 
crease the confusion, it #ili eventusliy dy 
meena of inner groeth Dulls up his sense of 
sonfidenee in himself. He oen bellieve-—sore 
strongly is hie own sbility, e#hen he observe: 
now others are eriting end the results they 
sre getting. Shen he comperes his om results 
and homestiy end objectively finds they ere 
fevorebdle. He cnowes then thet he hes ieerm- 
e¢ the funcementele, end therefore, knowing 
thet bis principles sre good, he hes murege 
to believe in bis cen epplicetion of thes. 


So, Poets, Gom’t be efreid to try cut your 
sings. apa Keep om trying them. Be lise the 
beby swellow thet couldn't keep up eith his 
brothers end sisters. Sie first flight ses 
orecticelly e@e fell. Sut sithough he sat ig¢- 





an png MES UTTER 


HASRLTS 


nominicousiy for s long tiae in the cust, (| 
suppose he wes wetching the rest of the bravd 
to study their technique), et length te mece 
® long enc successful fli@eht to the roof of 
the gsrege. 


Never gind how many tises you fell. Every 
time you make « flight, make it the *est you 
oem et the time end don't be eshemed of it. 
Ten yeers from now it aey sees very puny ax 
immature. You wiil be flying in greceful, in- 
tricate swoops end esirls then. fut if your 
practice is eximspec now, Pegpsus #111 leave 
you Behiné tomorroce. 


SOCK FOR POSTS 


PIRASUHE ee Licoya Frencenburg. Houghton 
“JS.50. Twelve modern poets heave 
been Giscuseed. James Stephens. T. 3. Bilict 
ferienne Moore, 6. @. cummings, en Sllace 
Stevens tn feteil. seven cthers nore Srile?- 
TP you heve beer puzzied by the sodcer 
or @ guided tour of the 
Frenxenbdbure hese thoughts @eout 
f technique, thet you #ill not 
books of inetruction. A book t 
ra reeder of poetry think. a 
[1 UB Selection, 


patria Ws. 
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& WOK CF SPiGHAMS. Baily Sooles Stat 
Thies Press. $7.75. fxectly whet the 
mplies. A 64-pege, hard sover »oo« of 
poems. Some are pointed, tersely, even 
ly expressed, But more of them lack tre 
f urgency thet maekes for an exciting 
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SSAS. @ilitem Seeen. NN 
Tivetely printed. a smell 
inspired by 3ible verses end 
lonery to the Fiji Isiends 


if books from the SAITER? 
money through the “Book 
help REWHKITE to be a 
eorKk harder in your te 
texes # lot f money to cheek mar- 
ket tips. Subscriptions alone dont cover it. 
tut #@ went to keep REWRITE within reach of 
eritersa Pi Noe 
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lership Fund. We gretefully & 
‘kncw.edpe @ sizeable gift tx 
‘riters Pund, Ine. of NYC. A 
rt on the Mund for 1949, will 


sr Merenh iesue. 
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Smith, The SAT. HBVIB® OF LITEH- 
Ties. I¥th) end John Jaemleson, ecitor 
-W.Bilson Co., writing in PUbtsians’ 
th favor some aethod ¢ YT noi 
eriters' fellowships, for liter 

f importance, Dut with @ iismited 
jee. it ahould be cone surely. 


MESHITS'S ANNUAL ABAND OF MEAiT 





ith this iseue #6 snhounce eech year the 
Amnuel Aserd esented by REEHITE, 
om the besis o the full previous yesr, tor 
the eriter eho has done t he most for nimeelf 
ené other eriters. This year the compet.tior 
®es <een, Sut we ere seating the sweerd to om 
eriter 


Miss Cerrie Esther Hemi) 





A toxen eearc suitebly inscribed hes Seen 
sent to the winner. Of lest yeer's winners, 
one hes diec, and *«@ heve been getting very 
#006 reports om the other, Rey C. Sinn 
eho is meking « neme for hiss 
of trede journeliss. 


The winners of the finel querterily prizes, 
for 1949, ere: Key Lill, end Virginia Siev- 
ert. Prizes heve tien sent to thes. 

We urge oii @riters to send in their et- 
ting averege hits, end to join our 8C3S Min- 
ste Men in helping themselves end e@ah ot!- 
er t< Keep ebreast of the Bess enc tipa th 
changes end conait enc bed in edi- 
toriel] offices. are Setter edie 
to sell then elor 


TO ENCCURAGE BETTER HEADING 





GETTER BOCKS FOR YOUTH, 035 oth ave., NYC 
Better Nesclne Pledge Peds”, These consist 
f 25 gumoed-beck pledges thet young reeders 
may sign end use as bookplates. Perents and 
friends ere urged to buy them end encourage 
the interest of children. Peds reteil et 2m 
each. The @RITSAS' BOCK CIUB will gledly o> 
tein them Yor you. Cur share of the proceeds 
will go te e WCS Scholership Fund. 
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The Canedien Criminel Code nos 
lication of "Crime Comics” » crime. Publia> 
ers are afreid thet "Treasure [slena” 
quelify under over-zesicus poileing of this 
las. Be delleve on the one hend thet pubi la 
ere end booksellers shoulc esaume sore res 
poneibility for conducting 


rofessices 

mo high ethiesl] piene, meair ich lees wr 
necessery; ena on the ther that he igpor- 
tence and trust of ean enlightened — ser- 
Vice should be stressec. We con't sice-step 
Lees covering ects of physics] violence Se- 
2euse se fear that publics officitels msy con 
ict ae good, innocent mean of murder. 3ut ee dc 
hedge end eqguivocete in the name of “Freecos 
f Speech", shen it is e question of @ pub- 
IlsheF, so-celied, meking money »y pencering 
the literery level. If pendering prosti- 
tution is @ crise, shy itan’t pendering dir- 
ty “literature” els Admittedly there is » 
ntroversiel border-line: “serious si.ee 
ec) books sbout abn rma phases of life. Sut 
these can best by @ pene) of 
exoerts selecte. ; pub anterest. mua 
mature thinking the real emerer. 
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AS THE FRENCH SaY: °WITH aRANDON® 





it ie @ curious but not perticuleriy sur- 
prising fect thet the best erticles you do, 
ere ususliy the omnes you anowe gost ebout. A 
*riter «ho hes to compress end condense and 
erite tightly, @enerelly spesas sith euthbor 
.ty. L heve learned to throe esesey end never 
Seste my time on those pleces sbout shich | 
Know little. Ccosgsionsliy, every eriter hes 
to ¢o @& certein number of stories sith very 
iittle reel information and only the scent- 
jest resesreh. Then you heve to offer up en 
euthor's prayer end ¢ell on his sub-consei- 
ous todigdero in the cupboerd. Teehnique «11. 
sometiaes pull you through. 


It is almost slesys easy to spot an arti- 
tle about ehich an author edmittedly behing 
the scenes feels shaxy. Pirset of sil, there 
is « scarcity of fects. Seconaly, he erites 
evasively in generelities. You won't notice 
him making any categorical] statements of o- 
pinion. Thirdaiy, he #11) slweys be wordy, he 
ill quelify every statement and he #il) let 
sircumlceutionary verbiege creep in. “On the 
other hend it is nevertheless true thet”... 
Nine sords to vet a sentence started, #shioh 
perhaps in the end coesn® really “sey” sny- 
thing worth saying. 


A @riter @#ho «noes he 
not only Gull ene s0lc 
uel end “tight”. The feeling of strain that 
is @ithin hig, inewitebiy shoes through. The 
reeder senses it end himself feels uwooufors 
able. You cen never fake, if you personeliy 
ere ill et ease. Technique anc imsgination, 
@ith luexk, will pull you through. Sut only 
if you resig yourself to the situation. If 
you enjoy the predicement end relish the op- 
portunity to solwe en srtistic or technied) 
problea, you may not 4o w superistively ef- 
fective jo> of exposition stout your subject 
but you will entertein your ewdlience. And « 
person who does thet, is forgiven such in « 
magezine or newspeper just es he is in Shoe 
Rusiness. 


is up e@einst it, is 
riess, Dut intellect- 


Too few suthors think 
Show Business. Yet your firet jobd is to en- 
tertein. If you can be @ guelity eriter end 
thinker, so much to the good. Sut your first 
Job is to hold the eudience in their sesets. 
To ¢o thet, you gust be eble to forget your 
wunimportent littie self, be master of what- 
ever situation erises. Sometiaes it is just 
o neturel] sense of esse, or humor, or enger 
thet pulls you out of it. Thus, soset newespep 
er reporters en¢ columnists ere sbdie te iive 
up to the tredition of eriting the other fer 
loe's stuff, if he Grops desea or is druma,é 
ectors lesrnmn to ed iid. There's @ prectics: 
lesson eos well @s @ isugh in the story they 
tell ebdout 8.¢.Fielcs. A staegehend stusbied 
ower @ i, es Tscee ijemp. it #868 Kicked 
over & broke with s terrific bene. But the 
comedien igperturbebly peusec, sniffed, enc 
then leened confidentieliy in the direction 
of the sudience. "Mice," he expisined. af- 
eer or humor? [t gmatters act. 


of themselves as in 


If you cen get that perfect sense of res) 
reiatstion enc detechment, so thet eay gi ven 
piece of eriting is only @ jod, thet you éo 
*ith feeling, Sut et the seme tine iapersce- 
el competence, you e11) fine thet you'll be 
@ selling eriter sore often. and do it sore 
@esily. Dom't etrein. When you feel yourself 
@etting tight, sit SDece from the tyrpeeriter 
ena relax thoee tight gsuecies ell ower. Let 
your bedy end sind loosen up. apd if that's 
not enough, #6 out end €o « better jodof re 
search, or choose enother stury te tell. 


TMA PEAFECT SgusicH 


Se heve used it before. 
gushing to you sbout hoe “fescineting erit- 
ing must be,” end “howe ‘ortunste vou ere to 
he en suthbor” insteed of holding some “very 
responsibie” jobd, such es benker or stetes- 
men, just quote thes Dos ule: 


Sut shen somecne’s 


"Webster hes the seords, ena i 
Pick thea up from shere they lie; 
here « eore end there « sori 
it's sc eesy, ‘tie edbeurd. 

1 merely renee thes in @ roe, 
Bebdeter's Gone the sora, you knoe; 
Sora folices eord, till, ineh by iad, 
i beve @ column. het @ sineh: 
| take the seords thet Sebeter penned 
Apa merely iey thes end to end.” 


GOOD BOOKS COMING UP 


» Bamunc Sereler 
ubledey 4 Co. 


Welter 5S. Camp- 
ubleday 4 Co. 


ron re ae The lettere of Maxwell &. 
Srkins. (merch.) Selected letters (£00 ena 
more) by the gerestest editor of our tise to 


some of his greet euthors in his 35 years et 
Charles Scritmers' Sons. §3.50. 





Usiv. of Neb. 

e>. +) ee ° r eariy yeere ee e- 
ginning eriter, ena the fine] comment ebout 
her by her femous contemporaries. j 


CATHER'S 


BOOKS FOR SRITEAS 





GEMS @ JEWELAY TODAY. Mercuse Beerealé 4 Tos 
Loney. Weroet Co. $10.00. A mommoth 
source book on the romance, properties, ené 
lete developments in the soria of gems, ond 
jewelry. an invelueble reference boos. 


BULLDING 4 enacts Comstentin Stenisier- 
$41. Introduction y Josbue Logen. Theeter 
Arte Soone. @6.50. A&A sequel to the previcus 
book, e ACTUR peer anee These teo books, 
ee nearly e8 pes 6, ere the hendboons of 
the director of the @ereet Moscow art Theet- 
er. Britten for ectors, they sre very velu- 
eble for writers beceuse of the director a 
ector being such » believer in Life. Poets 


eepecielly ell) benefit. a SAL TSAS ROR CLUB 


Se,ection. 





ASSRLTS 


Legit To “TOY” SITH YOUR READBA 





Se get the iapression from reeding « lerge 
number of fiction mas., that very fes inex- 
perieneed eritere heave learned the art, ne 
offensive trick, of teesing their reecera A 
clever suthor is es objective in his story- 
telling ae an ector. The letter projects sn 
emotion, #0 thet he gekes his listeners ory 
or leugh. Sut he is Dusinesse-like sbout it, 
methodiceliy seeing to it thet he gets each 
end every iesugh or tear, end in « word sins 
the full credit or velue for the effect hes 
trying ¢ echieve. 


Most young eriters sre too serious in the 
telling of e story. They try to tell it the 
eey it eoula sctually heppen, sith « result 
thet they become too literal. A scene there 
fore, is little more then sin end bones. it 
lacks overtones. A good sotor pleys = scene 
roundly, almost eith ebendon. if the situe- 
tion esks the reeder to Delleve thet the hero 
ie going Deck to the city end the heroine is 
never @oing to see hie agein, it is the jobd 
of the esuthor to acoentuate this possibdili- 
ty, even if he knows Gdern well, the sly oaf 
thet this very scene is going to end in the 
Kise-and-clutch. 


He should for exemple, drop into the die- 
logue some such phrese as, "Bell, | guess i 
must be going. And this time it is for ceeps. 
We Gid heave « good time, didn't ee? | sure- 
®il]) mies you.” But don’t spill it ell in « 
single block speech. "Tease it.* The hero, 
perheps, loons et his setch, is regretfuLa 
little sigh escapes from the heroine. With- 

it facing the issue squarely, she tries tc 
"hola" the handsome hero from welking cut of 
her life forever. They reminisce, sigh, and 
approech the point seein, but don't echieve 
it. A clock strikes, the hero preperes once 
more to lesve, Sut doean't. Have you satch- 
ed @ skilful act make « hesitent exit? He 
starts to leave a dogen times, but stelis « 
foin and s@ain, leaving some article Dehine 
in full view of the sudience. Finelly, ss he 
approaches the door he makes it look as ir- 
revocable es he can, but he pauses one step 
in front of the door. Perhaps he looks ‘eck 
over bie shoulder for » finel speech. Then 
his fingers caress the anod shile the hero- 
ine stops him with « finel slee. He shakes 
his head, appeers sdemant, “*“drees” still an- 
other try from the heroine. This stops hin, 
momentarily, Dut he lets his beck “telk” for 
him, ehile the eudience is in a “tizzy*. He 
acts eo if he never sere going to face about 
end come beck. Sut he elmost aleeys coes! 


Perheps you @et the idee. Cet-end-mouse a 
reelly imeginative direetor or pleyeriant is 
good for hours of this sort of thing, eith- 
Out ewer making it too obvious. ana remea- 
ber, it is ome thing for you, the esuthor, t< 
pley thie kind of scene streight. You tesse 
the reader. Sut suppose you compound it and 
let ome of the cherecters 40 el) this stuff 
deliberately. Suppose the hero #eants @ giri 
ell the time, dSut pretends he doean't. ar- 


sifice, it is seomnderful, shen you let one 
the chereetere in om it, tip off the reseder 
anéd geke @ second cherecter the victia. The 
reader has « chence to plsy God end "see «s- 
roun¢ # corner” #0 to speek. This is shat's 
enown ss “sophistication”. 


Teasing the reeder is besed lergely upon es 
thoroughly artificial set-up sade es netur- 
el end immocent as possible. [t sombines en 
initie) situetion involving suspense, Suilt 
up or made sore complex by letting « resder 
isn on @ secret that one of the cherecters is 
not in on. For instenee, you cen have « lot 
of excitement, if villain tries to eork his 
evil esy upon the hero with e gum thet isnt 
losdead. The reeder cnows it isn't losedecd, & 
@O Goes the viliesin, Sut the hero hes to ac- 
cept the fects as they appear on the surfece 
The reader will be splitting « gudgeon shen 
ana if 1% Ddecomes important for the hero to 
turn the tabies. Ana if the eriter makes it 
importent for the hero to ect quickly, then 
feleys the hero's discovery of his ece-in-e 
hole, and ehen he does discover that his op- 
ponent is really unermed, askes it herd for 
the hero to teke sadventege of the villsin's 
eeexness, you #ill have the reader liters)- 
ly in stitches. BSeceuse the reeder sents to 
see the hero triumph, dut he is helpless t< 
help his. 


jut suppose you reverse this situation at 
se high point. Insteed of letting the gun be 
unloaded, let the reader discover #ith hor- 
ror that the gum be eas sure eas unloaded, is 
on the contrary losded end very dengerous. a 
still higher peek of interest can be resechet 
if the reader reelizes, ofter the hero *dis- 
covers thet the «um is umloaded, thet the vil- 
lein hes committed the same mistake that the 
reeder hes: he, too, thinks the gun is “un- 
Now, the reader is sitting on pins 
and needles, because he wants to “warn” the 
villein as well os the hero and—can't. 


Se . 
losdea”. 


De you see hoe complex this business of «» 
good “tease* can become? There can be cross 
pulls anc double reverses. The emotional re- 
lations between teo characters are treo-way. 
But not only does eech of the cherecters in 
scenes have the opportunity of feeling sbout 
the other, they can like, dislixe or be in- 
¢ifferent. ana they cen stert by liking anc 
end up by Gislixing. Thet seans the writer, 
to all intents enc purposes, hes a choiceof 
at least siz (6, end perhaps eight (6, veri- 
etions he cen sring out of « simple teo-men 
relationship. actually, Uugeere aany more ov- 
ertome gredations, if se eriter is clever in 
splitting up his charecter or situetiona: e- 
toms. 


Fee eriters, se@ we seid at the Deginning, 
ever reelly exheust the full possibdi.ities. 
Yet thet ia «het the reader is @nxious.y 4- 
waiting: the aremeatic interplay of cherect- 
er end situetion. as you think through your 
situetions end “tease” the reader by aecing 
them look eorse than they really ere, yout 
becoming a hetter satory-teller. Try it! 
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A MEDIEVAL EDITORIAL POLICY 


it hae been brought to our ettention on « 
number of cecesions thet certein Protestent 
magetine editors mexe invidious remarks, of 
ell things, to writers, eho ere able to hit 
both Protestent end Catholic markets. if an 
editor feels thet eay, one wonders ehy be is 
willing to edmit thet he or she reecs mege- 
tines published by the opposite sect. To us 
it seens like « nerrow, bigoted policy tode 
mand thet @ eriter should erite for only ans 
denominetion. (If there is eny reelly preo- 
ticel reeson, we would like to heer of it.) 
Ana ea for the veiled (Dleckmail) threst of 
“excommunication” (rejeotion), if ean suthor 
erites for gagetines that the particuler ed- 
iter dues not epprove of, that requires no 
coment from us. Thet it shoulda even exist, 
in @ land thet gives the editor the freedon 
to perpetrate such nerrow-minded isoletion- 
iom, io unthingabdie. 





Be ere not Catholios, Dut in our longish, 
varied experience ee have found the "Cetho- 
lic” press, es distinguished from the Chria- 
tien presse, very tolerent anc broecminded 
this respect. We know many non-Cetholiss who 
have, os we curselves heve done, sold often 
to the Catholic magezines. Be believe it is 
® healthy phase of writing sehen « writer is 
eble to setiefy editors st teo extremes, on 
merit slone. Certeiniy he is a better writ- 
er for thus accepting the chellenge of res- 
ponsidle eriting. In our own province ve are 
@led to meet the need for writing this ecai- 
toriel, guch se regret the necessity, end it 
is our earnest hope that no Catholic publi- 
ecstion #11) use it as opportunity to ceride 
heretics] Protestants. We ere #1) members of 

ne family. Ana es en editor end leymen, we 

heve found » very side end umiverse) hunger 
among everycay folk for a greeter awereness 
of this fect among active prestitioners of 
ani dbellevers in @1i religions. 


THE BULLETIN BOAKD 





Cherles A. Sennett Co., 257 No. 
pecrle J, TIT., Ts the new eddress of Menu- 
al arte Press. 


UNITRD CLURCH YOUTH, 14 Beecon St, Boston 
8, Wass. Ie & U-pege newspaper thet hes re 
pleced PILGRIM YOUTH (suspencea in Sept.) it 
emphasizes news of youth activities, with « 
few features. Short stories; generel exper- 
lenoces & problems of young pecpie, 1,Vv0U to 
1,200 swords (nothing longer). “We elso swish 
articles on hobbies, sports, science, henc- 
sraftea, vocations, emusements, youth's orob 
lems 4 religious subjects: 1,000 or less We 
buy pig: SO to 3.00, depending on quality, 
source. Pey Aoc. lg a word for stories, enc 
$6.00 per M@ for articies.” 


LITBARARY FIORIDA, &. S. JoBson, Box 2012, 
Tampe, Fia., started the new year right. Be- 
hind om ite print schedule, it estadliehedsa 
new desdline;: 15th of the month prior to pud 
licetion. Batended suds. one gonth, too. 





Monroe St, 


BOOKS FOR SHITERS 





WAITING NON-FICTION. Belter S. Campbell The 
mp yy as ext by the Director of the 
oourses in yrofessionsal Sriting, Umiversit 

of Oxlshoms, has heen revised end som e24- 
& WRITERS BOOK 


Oneal materie) 
CLUB Selection. 


introduced. 


MASTERPICTS. £4. Prenk SN. Megill anc Deyton 

on.er. < ole. Selem Press. $10. There ere 
S10 "“sequence-by-sequence” summaries of the 
#reet classics end meny currently populer 4 
discussed novels, pleys, epic poems, legends 
etc. It is en interesting icee, Sut deceuse 
the plots sre summarized end not cdeteiledc in 
@ scene-by-scene manner, it is doubtful the 
full purpose of the book #1)]1 be reelized. 1 
fan show you shet 1 meen by making the ¢is- 
tinction beteeen photogrephes ana biue print 
specifications of a house. *hich would eny- 
one leern the most from? 


Henry &. Harris. The Excels- 

A clasemate (no reletion) of Bill 

hes eritten en extremely thoughtful & prec- 

ticel book with « sission to help the world 

achieve Peace. Henry is en ecitorie) writer 

end militery columnist for the Boston GLOBE 

enc has reec widely, telked with many leac- 

ing public officials, end done @ lot of hera 

thinking. It ie # good book for writers, one 
on which to sharpen their own minds. 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF WRITING SUCCESS. Ea. 1G. 
Freieriok. The Susiness Sourse. §2.50. Pub- 
lished criginelly in 19335, thie snthology of 
articles by such men end women es A.A. 8rill 
Floyd Dell, Thyre Semter Winslow 4 Wary aus 
Tike Te still seatalas 2 -g00t Weel oF pFese 
tical knowledge about the “psychology” of « 
eriter's life and his reletion to his “art*. 
Some of the case histories of eriters, helf 
of them were contributed by Thomas H.Uzzel 
seem 6 Dit dated end ex post 

ways Gangerous to dree generalizations from 
a clinics] summary of a psychologice] disses 
tion, when the reader hes only the cissect- 
or’s say-so to depend on. Nevertheless, th 
writer eith some maturity and experience is 
certein to gain ewsreness of his own condi- 
tion and points of failure from a careful + 
thoughtful study of this book. We recommend 


especielly Mary Austin's chapter. & SRITERS 
BOCK CLUB Selection, 


THE WRITERS BOOK. Presented by the authors’ 
wusid, ecited Sy Helen Hull. Herper Bro 

ers. $4.00, Forty Freee big name eriters 
as @n Outgeroeth of the Guild's ennuel telxs 
for writers in New York City. all royelties 


benefit the authors' league of americe. This 
is @ genera) han. book similiar to SHITSHS ON 
WRITING, Dut the coverage is even wider Not 
@ textbook in the ordinery sense, But there 
is e terrific amount of practice] Ence-dHos, 
good, illuminating shoptelk by eriters, sho 
heave sold in the pulps, slicks, end quelity 
markets. This ie a book for the inexperiem 
ec writer to reed end reread. Something for 
everyone. A WRITERS' SOOK CLUB Selection. 
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BOe'S YOUR SATTING aVBRAGB? 





Mere is @ chence for you to compete for « 
number of small prises, en¢ elec pick up in- 
formation about ehet editors ere Dduying The 
#CS Femily includes ali eho patronize eny of 
Our vericus services. Sy helping us & erite 
this sclumns you help yourself end help us to 
meintein « comstent sna eccurete check on « 
veriety of markets. 


Marguerite Kelliher 
Wrtets Soston Post 


tous redico columns. 


» Sunsey POST, ver- 


Rebecoe Phill: 
rticiles;: r. Brn tree. STAN. 
Stories: « hum r Feligicus pepers. 


Carrie Esther Hew:il 
ory: VU " 
Poems: CYYVE Year, TSI MB. THIS Day. 





cisuce White (Englenc | 

“Foes: Portlena CREGONIAN 
Sone: : tsburg, Fa. (Try-out vie 
United sic Club). 


Tennie Geskill] Tousseint 
rtficle: Vernon 


Herry Edeerd Nee) 


Tirginie Sievert 
Toes. NEW VENSs. 


Mary Sisnau 


article: DAILY MADITATION. 





Poul Teitchel) ; 
Yeature orticie: FOPULAR MECHANICS. 

Anne Pendleton 

short story: CHILD'S COMPANION 





Sena in your boxr-seore. HKemember thet &£1- 
ve enc S11) are elesys interested in el) of 
our 80S Family. Often, shen you tell us the 

core, we cen make seleble suggestions. 


MLDSESTERN FELIOWSHIPS 





shicego 10, ill. should 
be edded to the list of permenent creanize- 
tions awerding felloweships. These ere awerd- 
ec irreguleriy for Miceestern Studies in the 
fialds of history, biogrephy, literery crit 
icism, the contemporery sociel end politive! 
scenes, fiction enc poetry. About 25 books, 
ver @ period of 6 yeers heve resulted. 


THE WRITER (ENGIAND) SPEAKS OUT! 





‘ 


In Bnglena, The WRITER erote @ sharp @ci- 
toriel in its -enusry issue sbout the mas. it 
receives, om shich the suthors just hever't 
teken sufficient pens. The editor bepsoves 
thet sen | mas, o@h bleme their rejection on 
this fector lone. tesudmiegions rovea the 
euthors could such better. Think {t over. 


BC an Tt UTHOR- 

Om eeverel Occasions recently seve seen « 
suggestion thet in order te give nee eritere 
& chance to eppesr in print, the oléer ones 
whose seles co not hold up, should be ruth- 
leesly prumec out. Be heve the greatest sya 
pathy for the new eriter, but eny such pud- 
licetion rule of thumd is Fridieulous, would 
leec to complete sterility inside of « very 
fee yeers. Thet is only ome step ewey, inci- 
Sentelly, from the “*oeneorehip™ of the Neat 
end other dictators, eho told euthers: “You 
glorify the Stete, or you cennot pubiienh.* 


Even « commercie) publishers’ list deve) 
ope es © result of gany fectors. He selects 
ail of Ble booke beceuse he hopes they #11) 
make money. Sut he chooses one beceuse it is 
timely or imgportent; esnother beceuse he «¢- 
mires the euthor's oreftemenship; « third be 
Ceuse it is @ public service to publish it, 
e fourth because by publishing e boca of po- 
etry be Coes not want, he gete @ novel thet 
wey be « besteelier. He lete one writer go, 
because the letter is too selfishiy cemend- 
ing. He loses @ second beceuse some veel th- 
ler competitor offers to spena more on “ad- 
vertising™ then he cen efford. 


Bren the beginning euthor represents sheet 
is @ ocomelcerebie investment in tiae, money 
ana publishing skill. | knoe of ome cese in 
which a publisher sursed e promising novel- 
ist along for ten years. Then the letter 44 
@ Desteeller, end tamecdietely ean “stolen”, 
by « commercial “pirete". The first pubiis> 
er’s investment in promoting the suthor ste 
loss over @ perioc of years, see thus irre- 
oovereble beceuse the euthor selfishly con- 
sidered only his own interests. 


The metter of Keeping @e book in stock ov- 
er @ period of years is @ vitel one for ev- 
ery eriter. You devote « yeer or more to éo- 
ing @ good job on « book. The publisher e1l- 
lors the book to go out of print. Your in- 
vestm@ent is lost. On the other hend perhepe 
your book hes « sele of £00 copies « yeer— 
enc sells out. The publisher Kicks in « ict 
of money Just to keep thet emell sele going 
on by reprinting. One euthor asy sell 1,000 
2Oples « yeer of three or four books, shile 
enother comes up eith en occesionsl populer 
title thet selis 10,000 copies in « sonth or 
two and then “drope deed” end cen't #e1) a- 
other for love or money. Ghieb is to be put 
aside, so thet « “nee” suthor mey have = o> 
portunity? 


1 sey dewere of the publisher sith « high 
turn-over in his euthors. Toéey, you sey be 
the “news” esuthbor eho gets « chance. But to- 
morrow you #11) be "0. FP.” (owt of prist: or 
eolad cown the river to the remeinder houses 
or the populer reprints. it is nice for the 
nee euthor to get bis chence, but if you're 
just e professionel] eriter trying to sane « 
living by your eriting, it ie « lot nicer tw 
heve @ publisher, eho ¢oeen't seesure relive 
in Golleres end cents slone. Loyelty. ah me! 





' 


REWRITE 


WE JUDGED A PRIZE CONTEST 





Lest month Bill end Blwe finished juéging 
5? short short stories, 1,500 words or under, 
for the Ampuel Contest in thie category thet 
is sponsored by the Netions) Leegus of beer. 
icen Pen Women. It ws8s eec0 mA 
we hat tat ths privilege of judging for the 
leegue. Thies yeer we found @]] of the mas., 
*ehich come from both inexperienced and pro- 
fessione! writers from ell ower the U. S.A, 
sloeely Sumehed. It waa not essy to select « 
peir of winners, Therefore, sssuming « priv- 
Llege of judges, we nemed in « tie two fur- 
ther mse. for homnoreble mention. We believe 
that ell four of these stories are potenti- 
ally seleble, and thet others sill aleo get 


checks, when they heave been siightly revris 
ed. 


During the reading we kept cereful notes. 
Aware thet the resulting pettern of reourr- 
ing tendencies offer elmaost e check-list of 
reeeonhes why some gas. ere ecocoepted 4 others 
rejeated by professional editors, we screed 
up en erticle from our notes. We think meny 
writers these eho ectually competed 
may finc this informal generelizing veluebile 
for the shadow of editorie] judgement, which 
Lt casts. Certeiniy it wes instructive to us 
when seme to anelyte shy we hed eliminet 
ei many of the mas. 


De aelces 


The firat thing we noticed was thet « num- 
ber of these stories really head no story to 
tell, or the editoriel idee behing them ves 
not strong enough. For inatanee, there was a 
atory in which two persons faced each cther 
and “looked” et one another. S8oth "Cem tc 
Healize” that the other was not shat he ap- 
to be on the sur fa-e, But thie irony 
isolated fect, didecticelly 4 
reported to the reader. It had 
effect on the cherecters. The 
Ommisctently two viewpoints end 
oe flashback thet seemed unnecessary, to let 
the ler understend ehet was sfter 4]1 on 
ly an eccidentel or colincidentel fect, not « 
irematic reletionahip. 


peare 
eae merely 
lmpersecnhe.iy 
ne ulting 
author used 


en 


re. 


ree 


“losely related 
ehict teas fr 
k@i; i. @., 
scene 
that fr 
started 


to this seakness #68 one, 
m illogice) use of the mater 
vere plot non sequiturs. a 
heve no res) bearing on the one 
Liowed preceded, One story, #ehich 
eith o resliatic setting, dashed us 
in the next into s worla of faentesy. Only e 
very shedoe mmeetione)] theory tied cher- 
acters and settings to@ether. A short short 
is not kk enough for such juxtepositions. 
At leant story was based upon en ilice- 
teel cherecter premise. The reader just dia 
not believe thet uncer the sumatences sry 
person #: hehave thet way. Theat is fate) 
the sucoess f « tory. 


there 
uid 


or 


he 
one 
sir 
if 
1A 
3140 


w 


There sere es 
scenes in them. 


number of mss. that hed good 
Others thet hed strong bes- 
ie leas. in both ceases the euthor eseasted « 
short story eerm dy trying to compress into 
@e short short something thet needed ereater 


spece for setisfectory development. A srit- 
er imewitebly sill feil, if he lecks suffi- 
clent tmeginetion or skill to mine meterie) 
in the most effective eay. “Hell,” vou must 
surely recell, is rescheé by « roed thet is 
edmirebly “pevec with good intentions.* The 
perebles of Jesus repestedly underscored tte 
fect thet unwise use of one's gifts is nev- 
er en ecoepteble “elibi” om the dey of jucg 
ment. 


Perhaps it is the present popularity of 
enecacte for use es 6 filler, but explein it 
es you #®.ill, many of the entries eere sere- 
ly well tola "true experiences". They leck- 
ed the understanding enc evaluation of peo- 
ple and human neture thet #e heve come to em 
pect end cemend of the fuller bodied "short 
story”. Leet night, lve enc 1 reed (et one 
sitting) « fercics] sketch by "Seki", enc « 
short story, "Permanent Weve,” by Mrs. Baith 
Sherton. The first ses simply amusing *his- 
sy about en sging bechelor who never got s- 
rouné to marrying, enc finally beceme engse 
ed to the wrong girl. Style and sherp edged 
enterteinment through pleyful buffoorery in 
the use of words, is the slight, but sili 
e4 metier of "Seki". In Mrs. Wherton’s story 
ell thet heprens is that e sloppy, slovenly 
but expensively dressed somen, eho simed to 
leave her husbenc enc elope with e@ romantic 
explorer, twice gets confused as to the day 
of the week. Again, 6 meester of style, but e 
great technician and story-teller, too, ia- 
plecebly tears the veil froma silly, shal.i- 
ow soman. She ices it almost entirely dy ia- 
plicetion, studied use of words to imply an 
ironie, eoruel, ruthless thought totelly op- 
posite to the literal meaning of the swords. 
For the poor soman convicts herself by whet 
she seys end thinks end feels. 


change of viewpoint, which confuses reed- 
ers end prevents them from completely iden- 
tifyinge themselves with one scherecter, prov- 
ed to be the outstending sna most universe) 
technical defect. in some ceases it sas done 
® number of times, in cthers only once in « 
single story. In the istter instances it was 
generally dome to aghieve en effect and so the 
intention wes gooc, Dut the cdissipetion anc 
loss of imgpect on the reader was nonetheless 
real. Only the very skilled anc experienced 
euthor can depert from a single viewpoint & 
retein the full impact of a good story. 


Almost identical to this weakness was thet 
caused by the suthor intruding into « story 
enc telling it (expleining) for the actors, 
inetesd of sllowing them to live the story. 
Didsctic exposition is sleeys weaker than s 
Srematico scene in which the actors speek for 
themselves. Too many of the stories eppesr- 
ed to be "told" rather then unfolded by th 
means of Grematic nerrative. And es usually 
happens in such cases, there wes 6 leck end 
iisperity of humor. The euthor permitted the 
feeling of strain to creep in. it is eesi- 
er always to setisfy « reacer shen you cost 
try too hard. The light touch, the sense of 
humor growing neturelly out of the material, 





REO 


helps * grest deel to put the reeder et esse 
Iromicelly, it does not teke nearly es much 
concentrated effort to convince the reecer. 
You lull bis disbelieving gine to sieep. 


One seakness we noticed derives from thet 
very chareecteristic thet sexes short short 
story so effective sehen it is sell tela. I 
refer, of course, to the surprise ending. a 
lot of the stories feiled in their intended 
impect, beceuse the “surprise” gree cut of, 
enc tepencec entirely upon, an obvious, very 
eesily foreseeable character twist. in some 
cases the euthor “reversed” the ection « bit 
too drematicelly in the “*presto-change-o, 1 
om @ megicien” genner. [t just ¢idn't force 
@ reeder to believe. In et least ome story, 
for me et leest, the suthor sentimentelized 
the charecter-treit to such en extent, thet 
1 eas not convinoec. anc one or teo stories 
turned slong « very conventional] line. Per- 
heps the sost obvious of these eas the old, 
enc much ebusecd, plot in which the siserly, 
eruel cold husbend of a sweet young girl ehe 
sas in love sith the hendseome fermer on the 
next fara, ees electrocuted by & DSloen down 
high tension wire. (A veriation of that plot 
incicdentelly, wes entered in the short short 
contest thet WAITERS’ COUNSEL SERVICE 
sored and whis ry © ounding of this 
magazine, REWRITE, some ten years ago!) 


The hardest of al] the elisinations ehich 
every jJucge hes to sake, are those stories, 
thet in the final enelysis ere just not goad 
enough. There sere many of this Kind in the 
Contest. You could not slesys pin Gown just 
exactly the reason they 414 not hit you. But 
in the finel reeding end reresding thet ev- 
ery judge worthy of his responsibility aust 
give, this type of story never stends up. A 
minor technicel feult, a weskness ins erit- 
er's ertistic conception or some other lit- 
tle failure is genereliy the trouble. Some- 
times it is just the leck of sessomed sili 
in the author. In enother yeer or two he'll) 
develop thet extre something thet makes the 
reeder's pulse rece, pulls his out of e cheir 
in @ fever of ercited preise. 


This is the weakness that no editor or ea- 
gent will tell you sbout. We heave tried oc- 
sesionally to point it out, but generally « 
writer simply goes ewey believing thet eete 
trying to alibi our own incompetence. How- 
ever, when such @ eriter hes the guts, sheer 
determination just to keep writing one sore 
story end then one sore, end to try to make 
each better then the lest, #@ heve seen the 
eriters triumph over this one lest hurdle.. 
The pity is thet sometimes they give up—et 
the moment ehen victory is slmost in sight. 


One of the things thet so gaany eriters 40 
not seen to reelize is that there never sas 
or will be in this gume eny single finel or 
conclusive victory. When you heve finished « 
story, there follows « somentery Dresther & 
then you heve to start thinking ehet or sho 
your next story is going to be sedbout. Desth 
is the only victor in this race! Neverthe- 


lees, it wes & stimuletisg Contest. fe con- 
eretulete the Netioneal lee of =~ 
omen ena @1) Btestente. 

eork, end we hope thet many of these ass. in 
the neer future #11) epoeer in megesicoegs. 


TAN YOU SRITS a GOOD CATCH LINE? 


in “The Uriter's Book.” ys erates 
@ goose point in his erticie, ory 
eriting. He cells ettention to the witel is 
portance of good opening “Cate ee". and 
he @0¢s #0 fer es to sugges ir a> 
sence is the first thing en ecitorie] reed- 
er notices. Ne says such en ebeence in some 
instences might even lead to immediate “re- 
jection slip” return eithout further exemi- 
netion. Mes.‘ere very cerefully scheexed and 
@cditorie]) reegers treined or supervised, Sut 
thet is one of the “signe” by which busy o4- 
itors epply the negative eheek, shich netur 
silly comes ‘iret. It is aleeys eesier to bt 
certain of shat you Gom't eant; then you're 
sbdle to concentrete on the possidilities of 
ehet you heve screened out. (This is @ fol- 
low up “positive” check.) If eriters in the 
task of getting « as. reeédy, would consicer 
these things, they could eliminete « lot of 
the emeller rejection fectors. 


What is « “ceteh line’? Smaller then ser- 
retire books, it ia the sentence thet prom- 
Lees something or jumps the rescer into the 
middle of e Situetion. Mr. Summers’ choices 


of examples ere sli honeys, beceuse he pice- 


ec them st rencdoe from then current periocd- 
ioels, end got s cross-section from pulp to 
juelity. in every ome the reeder is preeti- 
celly prevented from not reeding on. Sterna 
discipline eould be r@juired to keep ewey. 


Here ore some cateh lines picked casusliy 
from @ varicty of sources. “It hed been rein- 
ine ell efternoon.” (invented. Now ehet? is 
the reeder's reection.) Remesber thet oldie 
#0 meny eritere heave vsed to stert thea go- 
ing? “Mery slemmed the refrigeretor door, @ 
ren crying upsteire.” (@hy?) "Yee, it easeehite. 
Thet, John ses sure of.” ("Gently Cre Par- 


fumec See” by Bililies Wright, ised etory in 
PRALALE SCHOONEH, Spring, TFay 


= 





Terol livec in hotels, end her governess 
ees slesys being wisteken for her same.*... 
("Bubdbles” by Bildur Danie The Powe 
et Boon of .) *Firecen 
Jiqmy Iem> beld three tene eith the queen of 
hearts ana the sce of diemonde." (0.5. Poree 
ter, Set Eve. POST Stories, 1942-45.) “the 
®es not yet deed.” (6.7. Pleming-iioberta, ak: 
GOSY & Best Detective Stories, 1946.) 


There is « sprinkling of eeteh lines from 
juslity te high cless pulp. They are “good” 
eremples, beceuse in precticelly ell of thes 
the effect echlewed is interest-catehing, 4 
yet it is not senesatiomeliy eo. it cant ese- 
ily owercone, elthough the inexperienceé or 
seginning eriter would do eel] to strees an 
ection opening «ith gore conflict. Point is 
to pique their interest with @ quick jet. 








WE"S NOTES HERE aND THERM 


Motion Picture associstion of americs, 28 
Ben S75 GY., BY. » 480ue5 6 8 -month- 
ly “joint estimetes of current goticn pict- 
sree”, which mbines the recommenécetions of 
severe) netione] somen's organization (Gen- 
Pederetion of Bomen's Clubs, the amer- 


Teen ai Tatton oF Yalversity Women, efs.) 
i. Blec w bi-monthly [fet of pictures mace 
from bocas end pleys. The J. &. summarizes, 
end GiscGsces briefly the plots of eech pio 
ture, HEWHITE is now om the list for both of 
these papers, eich ere avelieabdle to teech- 


ers, editors end officers of orgsnizetions. 
ADDlY ae above 


yenere) Merket Note. Heflecting the gener- 
ol state CF uncertelInty, severe] eriters in 
letters t 4s have reported editors return- 
ing ass. (some peic for, some not) thet hed 
previously been ecoepted. This is disheart- 
ening, Dut it emphasizes your steke in doing 
everything you cen to achieve Peece &@ rele- 
tive stedility in the world. Editors every- 
shere are lowering their inventoriea In th 
long run this meens they #11] heve to buy « 
lot more mas, Go, now is the time to erite 
polish, get ready Yor the buying period thet 
Te certein to come. in the meentime, theres 
& lot of selective buying going on. But you 
heve ¢t jig it out dy petientiy studying es 
many tips end lists as you sen. 8CS writers 
»y following sound prectices, ere selling. 


#OKDGU, Belle S. Mooney, Bos 2174, Kansas City, 
Wo., hited ameteur Press Agcceiericg writ- 
ten by @ lomatime subscriber and friend, is 
ne type of “wanity” writing thet we et RE- 
WHITE approve of, in prineiple. Briting has 
Sleays been & Ousiness, « method of serning 
® living, e way of life for 3111 end Bive. So 
s@ never heve hed the time or muney to play 
with the physioel side of publishing. dHow- 
ever, amateur journelism isa se good hobby. 
"ME JOY 


‘i= « 


OF BIOGRAPHICAL WRITING 





ere is an 
Phillips. it 


e eriter may 


interesting note, from Hebesoe 
neermma the satisfection that 
lerive from biographicel erit- 
ing. have truly enjoyed my own #ritine— 
the past fes montha--n0re than at any other 
time in the past 12 years. Most of its been 
biogrephicel. 1 wes enemored of ay subjecta 
I lived with them and their families, a felt 
richer ¢ Oing it...Real people are such a 
lot of fun to work with.” 

its es rewarcing experience to serite sbout, 
i.@.,.to report ena creamatize, sectuel events a 
@ooc training, too, for the writer eho pos 
seases @noueh maturity ena objectivity to be 
able to handle his materiel skilfully, «noe- 
ing whet he is trying to scoomplish. if you 
wave the facts resdy-made et hani, you heave 
some guidance, at least e sempling of fors, 
m which to Dulld. You ere not sterting ebd- 
sOlutely from scretoh. It helps the beginn- 
ing eriter ,ulte eo Dit. it gives his morele 
en injection of self-conflience. 





THE BULLETIN BOARD 
USS 


ee Bleuterio J. Tropes, 
Thomas JeYYerson, & FPO, San Freneiseo, Cel, 
is another hobbdy megetine that reeches us ew 
ery #0 often. Trope belongs to Unites, ameri- 
can end Neticose) teur Press sassocietions 
- 
Belle weed: he reprints end publishes the 
wore of other poets end eriters. In fect, he 
hes improved hie format ena at the seme tine 
eacddead eo steff of contributing editors besed 
here inthe U.S., Germany, the Philippines, 4 
Japen. Truly ep istermstione) publicetionia 
copy may be hed for « stemp. Gooa ezateur 
Journaliam is sot « waste of time. 


' SALSSMANSIIIP--"The ert of eadepting cnds per 
sone y to that of enother, the prospect.” 


Ien't thet something for sriters to think 
edout! fe aleeys have teo prospects shom ve 
must please; the Editor, end his Keeder. 


SOME MANKET TIPS 


SUNDAY PIA, Devii ©. Cook Publishing ‘o., 
Bla@in, YIil., is reported to be in the merk- 
et for nom-picture-strip meteriel. Stories 
of edventure, mystery, high school activit- 
ies, etc., slented to both girls ena boys of 
15-17 yeers. Also; 250-750 word enimel fea- 
tures giving eccurete information esbdout the 
well mnown and little known atimels @ birts. 
Puzzles, quizzes end other fillers, religi- 
ous 4 nom-religious. Fiction; 1,000 sords. 


eet ess S. Gypsum Co., 300 West 
adams ae eego 6, Lll., pays $100 ("One 
month before publicetion, no items returned, 
and keep them short’) for “home experienc 
if they are emusing, interesting a> Oks 3 
to others, sho ere building, remodelling, re 
peiring, improving or otherwise experiencing 
the joys end tribulations of home ownership.” 
(The anecdote we see used concerneé 2 math- 
ematiciens, eho sere admiring @ peir of new 
houses bullt along functionally progressive 
anc mathematical lines. In beteeen stood an 
old feehioned coloniel house. “Whos the i¢- 
noremus eho built that imprectical o14 doz, 
in the middle?” excleimed one of the profes 
sors. “Oh, that," replied the third expert, 
“belongs to Dr, Albert Einstoin.”* 





Remember that wehile the maraet for aater- 
iel in these commercial mail-order advertise 
ing hbouse-organs is thin (only one snecdote 
@ wonth is usec), the competition is greet- 
ly reduced, es comparec to READERS’ DIGBST, 
for instenoce, becsuse not so many precticing 
eriters are femilier eith them. and POPULAR 
HOME gives the author his by-line, en ome 
Town, @s sell es sponsoring desler. 


The HARLEM QUARTERLY, Box 974, GPO, NYS 1. 
is eo new ilterary magazine siming, to publish 
quality stories, poems, articles shout Negrc 
ena Africen folk espesislly by young, prom- 
ising Negro eriters. But eriters of ell reas 
are welcome. Editor: Benjemin a. Srown. 











NESS OF PRIZE CONTESTS 





The Aldert Relph Korn lyric awerc of $100 
is being offered Tor poesgs not over 36 linea 
pes to #1) poets in the U.5.4. Mss. shouldé 
be submitted in triplicete eith the suthors 
neme enc ecdiress in « seelec envelop merkes 
ith the title of the poem only. No mas. #i)) 
be returnec. Closes: Nereh 1, 1950. addrese; 
korn ‘yric award, Wergaret Sidcemer, | Beet 
67th St., KYO 23. 





Sill & blive heve just finished jucging the 
short short story contest for the—-Netions) 
League of amerioen Pen Somes. 4 large (usen- 
tity oF ass. and en unusuelly high level of 
@enerel excellence. 





Joseph a. Duffy, Contest 

th St., NYC 17, will of- 
fer this yeer 915,000 for # book, §10.0O for 
@ wotion picture, end §5,000 for e pisy. The 
contests close: November 1, 1950. The euth- 
ors, of course, meke their own srrangements 
for publication end use. But lest yeer's «- 
eeards were folloeec by speecy ecceptance of 
@ number of mss. founc interesting by reed 
ers for the finel jucgineg. 


To reduce the lebor end 
liminary sifting, ase. 
in the book contest, 
erent; in the dreme 


eost of this pre 
this yeer gust come, 
from @ publisher or an 
2ontests from « produc- 
er or dreme agent. (Note: se eill be plees- 
ec to sponsor, or errenge sponsorship eret- 
is for responsible euthors, or mass. thet ee 
ore femiliar sith anc believe sould be ser 

tousiy considered.) it is importent eriters 
should rememher thet these contests ere for 
the encouregewent of “better quelity booxs, 
motion pictures end pleys for the vast muii- 
ence--the tens of millions. sho are peaches 
Hhrough thece importent mecie.” Mee. sith s 
limited eppes] thus woulc probably not gain 
serious considereticn. 


Monthly Christopher News Notes ere seiled 
eretis to any ecult ecdressing a request as 
above. am ennusel cost of g200,000 for coiling 
this is get by goocell) donetions. 





First Cless Meil. Writers sho senc «any as 
out flet or in en extre size envelop, should 
be cereful to merk it "First Cless". A rud- 
her stemp is not s lurury, if usec to cateh 
postel clerks’ eyes. During the “Chriatmes- 
New Yeer's rush” se see many evidences of « 
slow delivery on this type of seil. a first 
class peckege markec only sith @ teo figure 
metered ceil stemp, ses postsaarked Decester 
20 in NYC end restemped December 27 in Bos- 
ton. it thus took ebout 10 aeys to cover en 
orcinery é-cey meil trip. Time mey or gay sot 
be en igportent elesent in your cese. But « 
as. thet is lying erouné in post offices is 
not helping you to cesh in om your eriting. 
ané every dey ecdded to esoh rounc trip ies- 
sens the number of round tripe « gs. cen be 
given in « single yeer. 





So be wise. Don't teke chences. Merk it! 


A GREAT PROJECT GETS UNOSA Bar 


he Magetine Committee, Meuse Parker, ex 
ShelPuen, Oulié. & best 
ié, y ef- 
project. it Le gathering exact cate 
regarding the ecitoriel policies of the se- 
jor segetines. The firat of theee reporte— 
in locee-lesef form cepatie of deing Sours in 
persenent form, hes elready been saliled out 
to members. it is hoped to procure inform 
tion ebout ss gaeny other sagetines, “in the 
@enere) fleld es possible.” <All seatbere of 
the Gulld ere earnestiy requested te report 
“eny Cisorepency betecen 
ent the tater Siley o: 
een ODV1L OUSLY 
ore, ho e111) be forced to expiein, Or even 
cerrect, eny sduses my be unooveres 





Thies project is en enlargement of « prec- 
tice that SALTE bes been pursuing for ser- 
eorel years uder our informal “Minute Men” tr 
porting eystem. it is Decked, however, eit 
the greeter resources ena seuthority of this 
the claest sutuel pretective group of erit 
ere in americe. Se bope thet eriters cooper 
ete actively in making this project reslis- 
tioelly effective. (imcicentelliy, s@¢ cennot 
belp Deing pleesantiy smused, Seceuse for s 
number of yeers ee heve urged several erit 
ere’ segetines, ehich publieh merket Sooes, 
to edopt thie loose-leef principle. *“l=apres 
ticel,” ees their 


Liemieeel of the idee. 


Practice, Suggestion. The 


hes bead a neec Of 
This peet gmonth it 


.eteer t 

es published « boo 
eriters, to reise soney. It eleo conducts « 
series of lectures in Nee York City for the 
seme sorthy purpose. te Sugsee’. the lesgue 
‘ould muke goney anc 6 @ s6me time ring 
new members into ite vericous Gullads Dy max- 
ing this nee projest nereliy aveilebdie to 
er fa everyehere. _ shen? 
ei support of pudiic subscription, it sould 
extend and improve the wery fine beginning 
thus benefitting ites own senbers et no e44- 
e4 cost! as @@ 61] wore together, ©@ are suo! 
stronger then if ee stena elone. 





COCPERATICN IN ANOTHBA PiBLD 





In enother direction we notice thet WiT- 
BD MUSIC CLUB, Box S06, Pittsburg ov, is en 
.ereing & cOmtects @ith vedic, bend, res- 
ording comtects thet tenefit songuriters. A 
heri row hes been hoed, but the Club erecu 
elly hes sequired increased authority, pree- 
tige enc bergeising power in speeking for « 
mesber of ite orgenitetion, eho Ses s ree) 
ly @00c somg end is eilling to eooperete in 
the Club's progrems for putting it over. in 
the songeriting fielié sore then enyehere it 
is necessery for the eriter to édevelop tees 
spirit. 


leet month's SONGERI 
in very plein terms ehet 
“off the record” for some 
sfficlele ere moving sgeinst song raszets. 





RESRITE 


CHEATING CHARACTEAS 





Siley, inmate pur- 
Nebraska Stete Prison, comes 
voking definition of *< 
sreditea to #,D. “Doo” Hutherfor.. 


From the FORUM, Hay H. 
licetion of 

this thought-pr« 
eoter”, 





le “herecter something you ere born e@ith, 
something you inherit, es you 40 the shew of 
your nose or feet? Cr is it something #hich 
you ec from environaent? 


juire 
To ali theese the enewer is ‘No’. Char- 
is formea by cGeily end hourly eholces, sede 
heteeen good end evil, courege end weakness, 
ené beteeen simless drifting & pilenned strue 
gle. .f you live with reliebdble ena dSalancec 
pecpie, ou whll be relieble enc dbelensed — 
yourself. Y will be spineless ena asnifty, 
if you ere in « 4emorelizing etmosphere. 


© 


You can't inherit Cherester, nor cen you, 
through «a fortunate destiny, heve it thrust 
upon you by the earnest efforts of others.. 
Shereocter is something ehich you gust bulic 
for yourseif, by your own choice day by dey. 
thearecter may be bullt by deeds, end slsec 
by thoughts. “as e gan thinketh, so is he.” 
Thoughts can demoreslize you 6s surely a6 any 
aot. ven though you may appesr polite, pre- 
2iee and prudent, your secret thoughts may, 
o soasion, shoe thet you ere vicious, oru- 
l, @reecy, vulger, scheming end intolarent. 
@s¢ secret thoughts will eat sawey Cherec- 
lite termites gnewing woos in nidd- 

en tim>ere. 


ter, just 


shateacter ia never achieved in one bound, 





, F oe 


FEDEHAL THADE COMMISSION 





issued: Bducationsel 7 in, Ser- 
mien, XN. -. Wisrepresentation 
sourses intended to “prepare 


ivil Service position ° 


. 


[Omplsints 


16 ats ® 


MOOKS FOR WALTERS 
sing DOOKS sere received too iste 
review end mention on BHITERS' 


pege. 


somplete 
* f ae O's. 
SOMMUNICATING 1084S TO THe PUBLIC. Stephen 
Tl Yi taeerelt. Funk & Waenalis So. 95.50. a 
serious eveluation of the several] media the 
publioity and public relations eriter finds 
evelledile i today's highly articulete o 
mereiel eorld. Full of enecdctes and 
sol analyses of techniques that have 
effective gone erong@. a Briter cen 
i euthoritative 
nm soncerning the ssychoioes of “e 
B Selecti 


learn 
i658- 
era a 


t fr these inside, 


}924 Wil) 
brad year, 
increasingly veluabie 

abiqgue end neea-pese 


‘ ‘ ay 
oribded. Lots 


anniversaries for 
———— 


er* 


. Goou} 


oF ome resciutions. 
oe lifetias of 
often 
ties 


It gust be sreeted during 
encesvor, ee thousenc smal) and 

seemingly irrelevent enc inconse yven- 
tiny ects anc cecisions. 


Charecter is thet sperk which God breath- 
ed into inenimete cley. A sperk of Charect- 
er must become « bleze shining throughout e 
eorlé. This bleze gust be guarded cerefullry 
or it mey be quenched by olly compromises. 


Therecter is shat you mace it. it's up to 
you.” 


Thing of these things the neat tise youre 
bothered by the problem of making cherecters 
"come elive*, Don't try to Sulld cherecters 
by werely pinning typed traits on them, Dut 
rether by Gremetizing their inner resources 
as “Doo” suggests, by 911 the little ects om 
thoughts ena emell decisions they themselves 
mace enc think enc ¢o, anc sthich you menege 
to weave into the fabric of your story. Get 
the feel of that eternal struggle that edds 
nad flows, which is the very heert-beet end 
pulee of life. 


shee once serote ahout #ehat 
people sometimes co—quite 
sontrery to their best intentions end what- 
ever oherecter they have hithert -onsider- 
ea they possessed. It is often this ciffer- 
ence between shat people think they sre ena 
ehet they do under pressure of unexpected 4 
umplenned for emergencies, shich is the ver 
pith of drema. 


pecrge Bernard 
evil things goo. 





THE SULIETIN SOARD 





carrie Bsther Hemmil, A.D.4, 30x 182-A, is 
now hendiing magsiine subscriptions. She is 
@ shut-in, #ho is selseo one of our “*Sattine- 
Averege” orize winners, se frequent reporter 
of news items end merece’ tips, and « prolif 
ic writer. She frequent!y has as geny ss 30 
or more mss. in the mail at once. 





The Borla Council of Christian Educetion, 
1560 Sth Ave., NYU 1JU, Is seecing g<ou ,UVUU & 
extend its sork with children end the youth 

f asia, S. A., africe, Burope. A scoopera- 
tive body thet helps the individuel denomi- 
netions to ecoomplish projects they couldn't 
hendle elone. “Teach the children 


today and 
shape the world tomorrow!” "itier «nee iat 





The world is vwery small. One of the prize 
subscriptions REWRITS awarded in connection 


with the work Of the Hospitelizea Veterans’ 


riting Project, went to the Press “lub if- 
brery, vO. 9, J.5.V¥.4. Center, Bath, N.Y. A 
letter of thanks was received forthwith froa 
H. B. Dunoan, former circulation manager of 


the Fitonbure Deily NEUS.(Next town to us!) 








Hebecoe Phillips reports that member of 
the writers” group she belongs to sent to 12 
leading publishers @ questionnaire es to in- 
terest in a new writer, type of materiel ce 
sired, ete. She got replies. Seversi stated 
biogrephies head the dest chance. 





ASSARITE 


“WEITHER BOARD NOR BS 4 SPENDER FREE” 





Doem't forget thet ehenever rou ere eriting 
for pudlicetion, in # sense you sre selling 
your vitelity. George Bernard Shee onee de- 
ridged teachers OF eriting by quoting the oM 
edsge, “Those eho cen, 46; those eho cen't, 
teech”. Whet he reelly ees coing, ee2 MOest- 
ing, for serconis publicity effect, his ow 

itelity ani well usec exuberance. Shee is 
@ very precticel Dusinesaemen, eho hed « here 
row tc hoe et first. Out of that Bitter exz- 
perience he developec his netureliy quixot- 
ic Irish wit, his cynicism over the lesk of 
intelligence of men as regardécs their om 
terest, end his own fierce determinetion %t< 
eavence the idees he Dbeileves right. But it 
is easy to reed Dbeteoen the lines, end apot 
his own reelizstion of the truth ee retion- 
@lized ebove. in hie struggle to survive, he 
Lesrmec the lesson thet every ertist in ev 
ery Tielac eventually discovers: thet he has 
ell his vitelity es Geaerly es possibie. 





That is the besic 
movie ectresses, 
al 


cause for the high cost 
baseball pleyers & oth- 
skillec enterteiners. They heve 
whieh to comsercialima«s 
Seveloped sxill. They sust gust cesh 

those few goicen years, or fece « re- 

&® penniless ola sge. Many of thes 

ot Sexe up in time; some go to the ther 
extreme anc in bitter contempt of the *hun- 
ery” Leviteliz Fon ‘masses hoerd 


their oen fat 


few yeers in 





seletretes its ivuth 


issue, . a 


The HURAL NE@ YORKER 
pa das ha 14 - 
issue thie month (Jan. 7th 


‘* 


Tall It to the Suaalless Cee 


by RUTH MacKAY 


t war Kate Dinghies Wig ote cont ! t * ah metarr 
{ cathes be the childiren + story teller the com eenting Ww watch » little 
pore ) fevcwste os the bang: commerice . > t wuteh the F 

wells @ @ 6 cow to be 9 tory teller fer 

wneliewt child To bee the earl — 
fer wah « the setere of child?’ He = oe « etter 
ee ee ee ed te oemieterse tee) 3=T hen 
* @ thet @ af cepereece. @ of tore 4 
the chi’: Get supose @ cer of coonge 


Rela aan the fobs where eat hes Pa 


ddorm 1 toa tether 


Seatche vermgierts of Abe tthe: 


reacegeke oe thee emcbung 
par ft heme & § eee oF wee athe be Me the ped ioe om 
ttn om « ght exed Tees the tube 


y 
er Katte” the chlld coe @ tie ore oo the could af the dee 


wt phe of recognition when be begin & ‘ «el & + goeeap word 


<0 thangs snctumte of Newmar beerchcae thongs Nhow te Neo tor the? saggese 
wet @f he world @ petere ce the coeds o eet fetes Che 
The ovr of erengpedtaan @ ooenpdetr tue wetter 3 

Pow « homg tome theme har heen a fhe bed * 
om ood « 
fief eateafees Th 


wae Pere 
a = 
shee tee am ompretrntame hewd we wanted 6 
hewmen of the chcht te coragmore 
reett wha wteting ham + ne 

Yen, when ae cee chiiere 
themgtt of the emda, bow bbe e wunaiertss ceules of tunry 
woppers they teenhhet seemed an tte fece’ How og vate 

thy weed te of . 


wu of othe Mkts elbows 


te bewte ao tt tt 
were tethe | 
wtee he me 
he + cheep betters 
4 : a) 
erage heer they Whe the pepe ce better ~ Puther on the cot be & 
-— ot sear cube Saeeerives eerste’ ~ the Gag, the cot, the retax 
Se the wears beang tenet sme aed? comer tome wreeque geese feng 6 - - 
wom fo oot ae tet thas aehghttel statment 


McClurg’s BOOK NEWS 





¢ few 


magtot ber bemnct ther beamed inves, & 
@ the coeeterss @ @ And. coals om * i The ceecutee of # peor 


4 wating oe 


eppee tee the 


aatortelie sewer of 
Rates bee emts 
Wat woud + 
A beert te? cet oe 
Whee te chit goer ate 
vocal ne pecmmabehA ars 
ee aed tf a @& 
@eeet @ 6 chem it is 
Rat the 
“~ L. + - “a « — = 


«* Som the eth bs Mathew 


ort QI, oer! eppeelny ed 


How to Meke Money (7) 





TRY 4 MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION AGENCY 





if you are & pert-time free lence writer, 


eho needs « side-line income toe finence the 
business of eriting, © aegetine subeoripticn 
ee@ency Gey de the shever. Of epother pege ee 
heave a brief reference to en article by one 
f our friends sbout « somen doling this rery 
thing, largely Dy telephone. Such @ project 
hee severe) edventeges for writers. You een 
seep your finger on the pulee of aerkets, & 
even “study the book” to @ soneicersbie ée- 
#ree. it helps you to get semple scoplies “- 
cause if you Geel directiy @ith the seriat- 
icels, you cen request semples end procetiaon 
materiel ef only the cost of the postege for 
piecing em order pilus sehetever is Seceseaery 
to cover the sespies. Sut es your Susiness, 
reflected in your orégers, «rows, publishers 
end egencies ei1] coopersete sith you 4&4 send 
you more “free litereture® 


fessione] sgents fing it aore ef 
sore through one or sere reguler 
eholessiers. There ere quite « number shich 
»perete on « lerge end estebdlishec seele. A 
single letter to one of these eili sleer 
réers, iet us se", ena seve you 49 lettere 
eng follow-up chesaings, if cone of your or- 
tere #ete awisleic. Here le os list of « fee 
ic sts IAAT Y 3S. &-, No. Cohoetem, N. Y. 
, os., Frencie St., Boston, Mess. 
Yr site 3 jare AgSD SY. 2 No. Van Srunt st, 


Sn@. @eou e 


Henece=t denier Megasice Agency, Of% So.’ raw 
aati whe * 


! AGANLZE YOUR READING 


“oat pro 
ficient tt 





in eceliing eome of our dei inquent 

subscribers, we heve been consider- 

abiy shocaec to discover the hus>er 

of persons she subscribe to pericé~- 

heels, but co not reed in thes. and 

ss et, ‘this curious tendency extends to er 

4 te tomy =Oesortaent fer beyond the limite of 

profeselone] Sagetines, euch 68 You 

eritera’ Sooks. Undoubtediy, thie ie 

due in pert to the dusy lives of so 

meny of ua tocsey. But it is the re- 

sult, too, of our letting things get 

aheed of us, end not mowing how tc 
read efficiently. 


— = = 
ng onge 


2 mrwes hartine 


wee 
wren fs get 


od eumth Ge 


te bes - the 


seve M4 ate 
Tee be Ged 
he eet ere’ 


®e at BCS House glence «et sost of 
the incoming second enc third clees 
meil ee it errives. We try to posi- 
Mahe tlom it in orgsnized plles ehich ve 
soneatently cut down end eliminate A 
lot of thie cen then be discerdec in 
® moment or two in spere, end often 
acettered minutes. The rest beceuse 
orgenized, cen siso be reduc- 
Sigested fairly repiciy 


he the ene f 


dove Mefiumg 
Tae @ 


“te of the es or 
a 

Be reed ell of the eritere’ aege- 
tines. Be TU this quite quickly, dy 
reading revidly end saving for fur- 
ther reference certein peges, #hich 
ee often tear from the book. Be ceep et it! 





PORN pi RON 





REWRITE 


Sock buyers once sgein «ill find the horns 
of plenty overflowing. There ere slacst toc 
many ¢€004 books about writing being publish- 
e¢ simulteneously. So, we will plunge imme- 
Gisetely into the list. 


THe MONTH'S SEIECTIONS 


WRITER'S BOOK. Presented by the autho 
vr] = len Hull. §4.00. Ros 
* ounc, serviceable handbook evelisblie sé 


#rest book, full of “Know How", by almost « 
half e bumcred big neme, successful eriters. 
Every serious eriter should own it. You'll 
fing 1% useful for reeding and reresding. a 
book to check your own growth aginst. 


CHOL OF WR CCBSS. Bc. J.G. 
rede Figinelly pudilished 1954 
this book enelyzes many writer problems sel. 


WRITING & ty PacT & FICTION. Harry Ba- 
6 member © 

ily, «ho tesches “tn Weshington, D. Cc. 

eriter in his own right, too. 


NG + « Constentin Stenisier- 
sai. In ° Osnue Logan. $3.50. One of 
the greet dooks of el] time for enyone, sho 
would create. The master actor snd director 
of the Moscow art Pee shows whet 1) of 
us mean, shen ee adout “getting inside 
e cherecter, inner emotions] relstions, snd 
using life (reality) es the core for sreat- 
an ertificiel illveion". Moreover, his com- 
plete absorption, his life in art, end, most 
of all, the ert in him, is dound to be ter- 
rificelly stimulating and exciting to seri- 
ous writers, indeed, to snyone interested in 
creating at all. This book is ‘sn “ebdsolute”* 

T, end should be prefeced for most prof- 
eDle results, by the egualiy exciting enc 


rewarding “ ACTOR TREP ASS Stanisilevski's 
earlier book adow gs erticlerc of faith. 

PLEASURE DOME. Lloyd Frenkenburge. §5.90. an 
enlightening book about 12 modern poets, in 


shich so writer of poetry cen leern a lot a- 
bout technique. Good, thoughtful writing. 


CONTINUED KECOMENDATIONS 





WRITERS ON WRITING. Ba. by Herschel Srickel.. 
Ws. A very practicel, e11 around handboox by 
members of the UNH Conference steff, incliuc- 
Rilliem B&B. Herris. Good geners| reference. 








N NATURE OF PLAYWHITING. Semson Raph eel 


most populer Sroadesy light comecy abi Boos 


ll] DON'TS FOR WHITBHS. Meren Bleood. §2.95 
Practice), specitic, positive ensiysis of e 
lot of common mistexes made by sriters. 





, 


LE WRITING @ MARKETING. Geo. I. 
. Wery prestical end deteilec 


eve i “non-fic tion writer shoulc reed. 


so 


PAH Eat Tifhevine beste ss Sritices 
eting dooks om eritincg. 


wt a's NEW CO + 96. No 
er llcticonery 5 ste. 


PLOT gicget. Kobold Emitght. $5. This is the 

+ On Plotting we knoe sbout. fe ere 
exclusive egents for it emda it is proving « 
reel best seller. Sound end precticel. 


SAL TERS At $4.30. The most reli- 
@ mrke fo ok form eveileble. it 
bes 69 artécien of grest velue else. 


es: oF 2p tt STCRY. Aicherc Summers... 

ve Tectuel book on teehni- 
ques of ori ting onl being @ eriter. Summers 
telxs the lengusge of writers. Youll like it 


2. . SHORT. Meren Bleooc. §5.50 
¥ RY. seoh. 
-95. 3 good books. 


STORY Sa: Edith Mirrielees. 95. One of 
© G@li-Cigar dest books by @ greet teacher. 


FIRST PR 


CIPLES OF VE 
4 besic doo 


ors 


- Robert Hillyer.g2Z. 
poets by @ good poet. 


WRITING ete: Welter S. Campdell, go. 
revised @ on Of a perennislly populer, 


end such used text-book. 


> 
the weeks on this subject. & product of the 
Univ. of Wisconsin School of Journsiisa. 


FICTi Phyliis a. #hitne, 
euthor tells how. 





WRITING JUVEN 
+ & Success 


WRITING FCR CHILDREN. Berry & Best. another 
oractica O euthors eho sell in their 
speciel field. It epplies to edult sork, too. 


These ere only « few of the good books. We 
ill gledly edvise you & seve you money. 


DO YOU NEBD MS. ENVELOPS? 





The best quelity et the lowest prices... te 
try to give you the most for your soney. Be 
edjust prices frequently to the cost of re- 
plecements. 


SMALLEST Sizes (No. 10$ & 11}) (two fold) 


25 of esch § .90 $1.65. 


So of esch 
(6x9 & 7x10) (one fold) 
SO of eech $1.85. 


(9xl2 & 10n13) (filet) 


$1.00 


$1.0v 
All prices plus postege. 


SO of each 
We. 


$1.90. 


is everege. 





